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ROMNEY  MARSH  RURAL  DISTRICT ,  KENT 


Annual  Reports  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  Sanitary  Inspector  for 
the  Year  1954* 


Mr*  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year,  1954* 

According  to  the  Registrar  General’s  estimate,  the 
Heme  Population  at  mid-year  was  4,460,  which  represents  an 
increase  by  124  over  that  of  the  preceding  year* 

The  total  number  of  live-births  was  57  (i*e*  11  less 
than  in  1953)  and  the  birth-rate  was  accordingly  12*78* 

When  adjusted  by  the  Registrar  General’s  Comparability 
Factor  which  allows  comparison  with  other  Districts  on  a 
basis  of  a  population  standardised  for  age  and  sex  distribution 
the  rate  becomes  14*8  which  may  be  regarded  as  an  average 
rate*  The  high  post-war  rates  now  appear  to  have  been 
declining  to  an  equilibrium  around  15  births  per  1000 
resident  population. 

There  was  one  still-birth  which  is  equivalent  to  a 
rate  of  17* 24 5  that  for  England  and  Wales  was  24*0. 

Although  there  are  many  unknown  causes  of  still-births,  it 
is  recognised  that  adequate  ante-natal  supervision  is 
complementary  to  a  low  rate. 

Relative  to  the  57  live-births,  there  was  one  death 
amongst  infants  due  to  Congenital  Heart  Disease,  which  may 
be  regarded  as  an  unavoidable  cause.  The  primary  duty  of 
the  Health  Visitor  is  to  visit  the  homes  into  which  each 
child  is  born  and  to  ensure  that  no  aspect  of  the  infant’s 
health  is  neglected.  The  low  rate  of  infant  deaths  to-day 
is  a  reflection  of  her  work,  which  is  centred  around  the 
Infant  Welfare  Clinics  and  is  complementary  to  that  of  the 
family  Doctor  and  of  the  Midwife.  The  nutrition,  health 
and  vitality  of  the  babies,  with  very  few  exceptions,  seen 
at  the  Child  Welfare  Clinics,  are  excellent. 

There  were  no  deaths  due  to  pregnancy,  childbirth  or 
abortion,  which  is  an  index  of  the  care  of  all  who  are 
engaged  in  the  Midwifery  Services. 

Regarding  the  causes  of  death,  the  chief  cause  was 
due  to  Heart,  Circulatory  or  Vascular  lesions  and  as  those 
occurred  mostly  amongst  the  very  aged,  they  may  be 
regarded  as  having  been  a  natural  eventuality. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer  was  15*  Since  and 
including  1950,  there  have  been  13,  7?  8  and  9  deaths  in  the 
succeeding  years.  There  were  5  deaths  from  Cancer  of 
the  Lung.  Since  and  including  1950,  when  these  deaths 
became  separately  classified  by  the  Registrar  General 
there  have  been  5?  1?  0  and  1  deaths.  In  relation  to  the 
total  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes,  approximately 
1  in  9  died  from  Lung  Cancer  in  1954*  On  the  other  hand, 
there  were  no  deaths  in  1952  from  this  cause.  The  figures 
are  too  small  for  statistical  conclusions,  but  it  may  be 
stated  that  all  these  12  deaths  from  1950  have  occurred 
amongst  males,  amongst  whom  there  are  more  smokers  of  tobacco 
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than  amongst  females.  If  smoking  is  a  contributory 
cause  it  may  be  stated  that  it  affects  only  certain 
individuals  amongst  the  ’smoking'  population,  who  may 
for  some  unknown  reason  be  more  susceptible.  Early 
diagnosis  of  Cancer  is  the  all  important  issue  when 
treatment  can  successfully  overcome  the  disease. 

The  other  causes  of  death  were  miscellaneous  and  there- 
was  no  exceptional  grouping. 

There  was  no  death  due  to  the  Infectious  Diseases. 

There  was  however  an  epidemic  of  Infective  Hepatitis 
which  is  not  a  notifiable  disease  either  by  Practitioners 
or  Headteachers  although  it  may  cause  considerable 
inconvenience  in  the  School  and  in  the  home.  The  outbreak 
was  centred  in  the  Hew  Romney  Primary  School  where  seven 
children  presented  Jaundice  from  the  27th  February  to  the 
8th  March  and  having  regard  to  the  estimated  long  incubation 
period,  it  would  appear  that  those  children  were  infected 
from  a  common  source  about  the  same  time.  Six  of  those 
initial  seven  cases  went  home  daily  for  their  meals  and  it 
may  be  inferred  that  the  School  Canteen  was  not  the 
original  source  of  infection.  Also  the  School  Milk  was 
adequately  pasteurised  and  the  mains  water  supply  was 
chlorinated  at  the  source.  Prom  about  the  10th  February 
to  17th  February,  the  outside  W.C.’s  were  frozen  during  an 
exceptionally  severe  cold  spell  and  flushing  was  done  by 
a  hand-bucket;  in  those  conditions  it  would  be  more 
difficult  to  keep  the  W.C.’s  thoroughly  cleansed.  If  it 
is  assumed  that  the  incubation  period  is  about  30  days,  then 
it  is  improbable  that  the  virus  was  initially  propagated 
from  this  source,  but  those  conditions  would  be  very 
favourable  to  the  infection  of  the  subsequent  cases  which 
occurred  Correlated  also  was  the  fact  that  according 
to  the  Standards  for  School  Premises  Regulations,  1951? 
which  prescribe  standards  for  new  Schools,  the  number  of 
W.C.’s  was  5 0/6  deficient  for  girls  and  25%  for  boys.  Also 
the  number  of  hand-basins  for  boys  and  girls  together  was 
approximately  75%  deficient;  these  were  also  placed 
inconveniently  to  the  W.C.'s,  so  that  routine  hand -washing 
after  toilet  and  before  meals  was  difficult  to  enforce. 

Apart  from  the  probability  of  the  spread  of  infection 
from  the  W.C.’s,  there  was  also  the  probability  of  droplet 
spray  infection  in  the  class-rooms,  particularly  in  the 
infant  class  which  was  overcrowded  and  in  which  the  epidemic 
began.  The  outbreak  dragged  on  until  February  1955  and  in 
all  approximately  50  cases  had  occurred  in  the  school  and 
and  as  far  as  could  be  ascertained  about  30  additional  cases 
in  the  district. 

The  insufficiency  of  W.C.’s  and  hand-basins  was  remedied 
during  holiday  closure  as  far  as  the  inconvenient  and  out¬ 
moded  structural  design  of  the  buildings  would  allow  and 
having  regard  to  this,  may  now  be  regarded  as  being 
fairly  satisfactory.  The  overcrowding  was  also  relieved 
by  the  provision  of  a  hutment  for  additional  class-rooms. 

No  further  cases  have  occurred  since  February  1955. 

There  was  also  a  minor  epidemic  of  7/hooping  Cough, 
but  it  is  impracticable  to  prevent  the  spread  of  this 
disease  as  it  is  most  infectious  before  it  is  usually 
identified  by  the  typical  "whoop".  It  is  hoped  that  the 
Medical  Research  Council  will  substantiate  the  claims 
made  by  manufacturers  that  the  new  vaccines  are  effective 
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immunising  agents  and  that  immunisation  will  take  its 
place  beside  Diphtheria  immunisation  as  a  routine  measure 
in  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  and  Doctors’  Surgeries. 

There  were  only  four  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  three 
having  occurred  in  Holiday  Camps  and  one  in  the  district. 

All  were  mild  and  presented  no  complications  or  unusual 
features. 

No  cases  of  serious  infectious  disease  occurred 
throughout  the  year. 

Only  one  new  case  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  was 
notified,  and  no  cases  of  non-respiratory  or  bovine 
tuberculosis  which  is  evidence  that  the  milk  supplies  of 
the  District  have  been  well  safe-guarded;  all  the  supplies 
are  either  Pasteurised  or  Tuberculin  Tested  and  all  the 
samples  taken  were  of  satisfactory  bacteriological  standard. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  an  investigation,  sponsored 
by  the  Medical  Research  Council  and  the  University  of 
Cambridge  and  headed  by  Dr .  R.  P .  Marmion  regarding ■ the 
endemic ity  or  prevalence  of  Q  fever  in  the  Marsh,  was 
completed.  It  was  conclusively  proved  by  serological  (blood) 
tests  that  infection  by  R.  burneti  (causal  organism  of  Q 
fever)  is  prevalent  amongst  sheep  in  the  Marsh  and  in 
several  instances  the  Rickettsiae  were  isolated  from  the 
placentae  of  the  sheep  during  the  lambing  season,  when 
the  infection  is  most  likely  to  be  propagated  to  man. 

Although  the  Rickettsiae  cause  no  d.isease  or  illness  in 
sheep  as  far  as  is  known ,  they  cause  the  illness  in  man 
known  as  Q  fever,  of  which  the  most  serious  complication  is 
atypical  pneumonia.  The  disease  per  se  is  not  usually 
dangerous  to  life  and  treatment  with  the  modern  antibiotics 
is  highly  successful.  Cases  occur  sporadically,  particularly 
during  the  lambing  season,  and  do  not  reach  epidemic 
proportions  but  the  illness  should  be  kept  in  mind  when  an 
atypical  pneumonia  is  diagnosed  and  blood  may  be  sent  about 
the  fourth  week  after  onset  to  the  Q  Fever  Laboratory,  Department 
of  Pathology,  University  of  Cambridge  for  serological 
confirmation  of  the  diagnosis. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  thank  you  for  your  interest 
and  assistance  in  the  work  of  the  Department  and  the  staff 
for  their  efficient  co-operation. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 
J.  MARSHALL. 
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SECTION  A. 

STATISTICAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

FOR  1954. 

Area:-  31 >031 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate  of:~ 

The  Resident  Population  .  4>460 


Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  According 

to  the  Rate  Books  ...  ...  2,004 

Rateable  Value:-  .  £28,643 


Sum  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  .  £113 


Social  Conditions 


Romney  Marsh  Rural  District  is  essentially 
agricultural  in  character  and  interests,  but,  as  part 
of  the  boundary  is  formed  by  the  sea  with  wide  expanses 
of  sand,  there  is  considerable  catering  for  the  large 
numbers  of  holiday-makers  and  weekend  trippers  who  are 
attracted  to  the  district,  and  associated  there  are 
large  holiday-camps  and  licensed  caravan  sites.  There 
is  negligible  unemployment  and  social  conditions  are 
generally  satisfactory. 


EXTRACTS 


FROM _ VTTAL_  STATISTICS 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Rural  Dist. 

and 

Wales 

1 . 

Live  Births 

(a)  Legitimate 

57 

29 

28 

Birth  Rate 
per  1 ,000 

12.78 

15.2 

54 

27 

27 

estimated 

resident 

(b)  Illegitimate 

3 

2 

1 

populat ion 

2. 

Stillbirths 

1 

— 

1 

Rate  per 

1 ,000  total 

17.24 

24.0 

(a)  Legitimate 

(b)  Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

(live  and 
still) 

— 

wm 

— 

births 

3. 

Deaths 

46 

25 

21 

Death  rate 
per  1 ,000 
resident 
population 

10.31 

11.3 

4. 

Death  from  Pregnancy  - 

_ 

Rate  per 

amm 

Unknown 

Childbirth  and 

1,000  (live 

Abortion 

said  still) 
births 

5. 

Deaths  of  Infants 

1 

1 

.  f 

Under  One a  Year 
of  Age. 

(a)  Legitimate 

1 

1 

— 

(b)  Illegitimate 

- 

•0m 

Infant  mortality  ra 

te  per  1 

,000 

live  births 

17.54 

25.5 

Rate  re  legitimate 

infants 

18.52 

Rate  re  illegitimate  infants 


6.  Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  15 

Dea.ths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and 

Diarrhoea 

Deaths  from  Measles 


The  following  oases  of  Infectious  Diseases  we re  notified 
during  the  year  1954. 

Scarlet  Fever  .  . .  4 

Who  oping  Cough  ...  .  54 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Acute  Primary  or  Influenzal  Pneumonia  8 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  ROMNEY  MARSH  RURAL 
DISTRICT  LURING  1954 


Males  1  Female: 


1  . 
2. 
j* 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10, 
11  . 
12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21  . 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 


ALL  CAUSES 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  disea 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neopla 


25 


21 


se 


Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ... 

Diabetes  ... 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  disease 
Other  circulatory  disease  ... 

Influenza 
Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  ... 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnanes/1,  childbirth,  abortion 
Congenital  malformations  ... 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  disea 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 
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REPORT  OF  BUILDING  SURVEYOR  AITS  SAIT  I  TART  INSPECTOR 

There  were  no  changes  in  staff  furing  the  period.  1s*t 
January,  1954  to.  31st  December,  1954. 


SECTION  C. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 

1 .  Water  Supply 

The  water  main  system  has  been  further  extended  during 
the  year  as  a  result  of  action  by  this  Authority,  the 
following  additional  mains  have  been  laid:- 

Brookland:-  1  length  of  1 1 30  yards  -  cost  £1582 

1  length  of  1700  yards  -  cost  £2380 

Newchurch:-  1  length  of  2100  yards  -  cost  £2940 

1  length  of  2200  yards  -  cost  £3080 

2 •  Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

With  Grants  made  available  from  the  Ministry  and  the 
Kent  County  Council,  trial  boreholes  and  trial  diggings  with  de¬ 
watering  equipment  .have  been  .carried  out_  in  Dymchurch  and  St, 
Mary's  Bay  area.  Also  the  Consulting  Engineer  made  a 
detailed  survey7,  of  the  area  proposed  to  be  sewered.  When 
full  details  are  presented  to  the  Ministry  it  is  hoped 
that  permission  will  be  given  for  an  early  start  on  this 
Scheme  which  is  urgently  needed 

3 •  Public  Cleansing 

A  weekly  refuse  collection  is  made  in  the  coastal  area, 
and  a  fortnightly  collection  in  the  remainder  of  Romney 
Marsh,  A  special  trade  refuse  collection  is  made  at  a 
charge  of  sixpence  per  dustbin. 

During  the  year  1,278  cesspools  have  been  emptied 
comprising  2,273  vehicle  loads.  ns  before  tv/o  free  emptyings 
are  given  in  each  six  month  period. 

4*  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 

Premises  Inspected  No,  of  Inspections 

Accumulation  found  3 

Complaints  re  keeping  of  Animals 

Fowls,  pigeons,  etc.  4 


Complaints 


Total  number  investigated.  (All  premises)  75 


Dairies 


Dairies  and  Mi 3k  Shops  32 

Disinfection 

Number  of  houses  disinfected  7 

Number  of  other  buildings  disinfected  - 


Disinfestation 


No.  of  Inspections 


Number  of  houses  1 

Number  of  other  premises 

Drainage 


Number  of  drains  found  choked,  defective 

or  overflowing  1 5 

Number  of  drains  inspected  155 

Number  of  drains  tested  43 

Ditches  and  Water  courses  25 

DweT ling  Houses 


Number  of  inspections  re  repairs  71 

Re-Inspections  25 

Number  found  dirty  2 

Number  found  verminous  Nil 

Info odious  Diseases 

Visits  re  infectious  diseases  19 

Pact ories 

With  mechanised  power  18 

Other  premises  to  which  Section  7  applies  5 


Pood  Premises 


Ice  Cream  Premises 
Bakehouses 
Other  Pood  Premises 
S 1 aught  e  rh ous  e 


51 

8 

86 

42 


Samples  of  Milk  taken  for  Bacteriological  Examination 


Satisfactory 
Unsat  isf  a  of  or?/ 
Biological 

Mi s  c  o 1 1 ana  ous  V i s i t c 


32 


O 

c~ 


1  negative 


Numbo r 


of  visits  not  otherwise  classified  43 
Shops  Act  7 8 
Tents.  Vans,  Sheds  and  Camping  Sites  etc.  23 
Water  Supply 

Bact.  only  Pact.  &  Chem. 


Treated 


Paw 


Number  of  samples 
Satisfactory 
Unsatisfactory 
Visits  re  water  supply 


18 

14 

4 


Rodent  Control 


Inspections  made 

Infestations  dealt  with  January  to 

De  combe r 

Building  Byelaws 


29 

434 

133 

473 


1 1 


No*  of  Inspections 


General 

Inspections  made  in  carrying  out  the  general 
duties  of  Surveyor  to  the  District  in  respect  of 
Housing  Estates,  Refuse  Collection,  Cesspool 
Emptying  etc .  521 

H ous i ng  Progr amme s 

Visits  re  housing  applications  28 

Houses  can.pleted  17 

Houses  demolished  7 

Houses  closed  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936  •* 

Houses  improved  under  the  Housing  Act , 

1949  .  6 


Milk  Supply 

Only  Pasteurised  or  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  is  now 
sold  by  retail  distributors  in  the  area*  Supplies  from 
the  single  private  milk  cow  are  still  of  questionable 
bacterial  standard. 


Ice  Cream 

35  samples  were  taken  throughout  the  district,  28 
of  these  samples  v/ere  Grade  1;  3  were  Grade  11;  and  4 

were  Grade  111* 

Building  Licences 

Pour  licences  v/ere  issued  for  the  erection  of  private 
dv/el lings  until  these  restrictions  v/ere  relaxed.  22 
private  dwellings  v/ere  completed  during  the  year. 

Plans 

Number  of  Planning  Applications  dealt  with  under  Town 
and  Country  Planning  Act,  1947?  submitted  to  this  Council 
v/ere  1 01  • 

Classified  111  and  dealt  with  by  the  Kent  County 

Council  .  ...  19 

Classified  1  and  11  and  dealt  with  by  this 

Council  ...  ...  ...  82 

There  were  no  Appeals  lodged  with  the  Ministry  of 
Town  and  Country  Planning. 

Mortuary 

Number  of  cases  dealt  v/ith  at  the  Council  owned 

Mortuary  .  Nil 


12 


C aroases  Inspects d  and  Condemned 


Cattle  |  !  ;  Sheep  ; 

excluding  :  Cows  'Calves  j  and  !  Pigs 

;  Cows  I  i  Lambs 


•  .  ,i — 

No,  killed 

j 

No,  inspected  j 

J  All  diseases  except  ! 

tuberculosis , 

| 

|  Whole  care  a a os  condemned 

I  i 

| 

i  Carcases'  or  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned. 

i 

>  ■  ! 
Percentage  of  the  number 

inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

I 

I 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
!  inspected  affected  with 

i  tuberculosis 


ttO  rtrpnT?  r"’c 

i  ACT,  1937 

1,  Impact  ions  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
( including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector) 

'  '  " . '  .  j 

| 

Premises 

i 

Number 

on 

Regi  ster 

Number  of 

Inspections  Written  i 

Notices 

!  i 

:  1 

Occupiers 

Prosecute 

(p 

(2) 

(3)  j 

(4) 

_ (3) 

i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1  ?  2P 
3?  4?  and  6  are  to  enforced 

by  Local  Authorities 

;  i 

i 

!  1 

i  -  ! 

i 

Li)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 

in  which  Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority. 

10 

i 

i 

* 

i 

|  18 

' 

_ 

ii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out¬ 
workers’  premises) 

1 

i  3 

| 

i 

i 

1 

!  5 

1 

1 

TOTALS 

:  13 

1  23 

■» 

; 

13 


\ 


2f  Gases  in  which  defects  were  found 


I 

! 

Particulars 


(o  1 


Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 
Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 
Inadequate  Ventilation  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S#6) 
Sanitary  Conveniences  (S#7) 

(a)  Insufficient 
lb)  Unsuitable  or  defective 
(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork) 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  _fqund 

Referred 


Found 

; Bomodie d 

iTo  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

Inspe  c  - 

Jhspec- 

tor 

f 

:  tor 

(2) 

j  _(3).  _ 

jg)  _____ 

(5) 

1 

1 

i  "* 

I  i 

i 

i 

i 

I 

1 

! 

i 

i 

» 

2 

•m 

i  2 

j 

» 

1  _ 

i 

— 

i 

| 

| 

i 

i 

i 

!  :  | 


T 


.Number  of 
leases  in 
; which 
'  Prose  cu- 
|  tions  vere 
i  Instituted 

i 

|  (6) 

I 


l 

t 

i 

i 

i 

i 

| 

i 

t 

j 

i 

\ 


TOTALS  |  3  3 


/ 


i 


' 


